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1. EMBASSY OBTAINED EROM LOCAL REUTERS CORRESPONDENT AUG. 30 
LULL TEXT OE STORY RE POSTPONEMENT OE TRIAL OE ROCK MUSICIANS 
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED EOR TODAY (REETEL)). TEXT, EXPECTED TO REACH 
WESTERN PAPERS IN TRUNCATED EORM, READS AS FOLLOWS: (BEGIN 
UNCLASSIEIED) 

QUOTE PRAGUE, AUG. 29, - THE TRIAL OE 14 NON-CONEORMIST 
MUSICIANS AND ARTISTS, WHICH WAS TO OPEN HERE ON MONDAY, WAS 
UNEXPECTEDLY POSTPONED IN A MOVE APPARENTLY AIMED AT DISORGANIZ- 
ING SUPPORT ACTIONS EOR THE ACCUSED, INFORMED SOURCES SAID HERE 
TODAY. 

THE SOURCES, WHO HAVE BEEN CAMPAIGNING EOR THE ARRESTED 
ARTISTS SINCE THEY WERE ROUNDED UP BY THE POLICE LAST APRIL, SAID 
THE POSTPONEMENT CAME AS A COMPLETE SURPRISE AND NO OFEICIAL 
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REASON HAS BEEN GIVEN. 
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THEY SPECULATED HOWEVER THAT THE MOVE WAS AN ATTEMPT 
TO TOIL VARIOUS SUPPORT ACTIONS WHICH ARE BEING ORGANIZED IN 
EAVOR OE THE 14 ACCUSED. SEVEN OE THEM ARE CURRENTLY HELD IN 
PREVENTIVE DETENTION. 

IN PRAGUE TWO NEW PROTEST LETTERS WERE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS HERE TODAY, BOTH DEMANDING THAT THE 
COURT ACTION BE STOPPED ALTOGETHER, AND CRITICIZING THE MOTIVES 
OE THIS ACTION BY THE CZECHOSLOVAK AUTHORITIES. 

THE EIRST LETTER IS A PETITION, SIGNED BY MORE THAN 60 
PEOPLE OF ALL PROEESSIONS, MANY OE THEM SAID TO BE IN THEIR LATE 
TEENS OR EARLY TWENTIES. 

IT ALSO REEERRED TO THE RELATED PLZEN (PILSEN) TRIAL IN 
WHICH THREE YOUNG WORKERS WERE SENTENCED TO UP TO 30 MONTHS 
IN JAIL LAST JULY EOR ALLOWING THREE OF THE FOURTEEN TO LECTURE AND 
PEREORM AT A YOUTH CLUB. 

"EROM THE COURSE OE THE TRIAL IN PLZEN IT IS OBVIOUS THAT 
THE ACCUSED ARE ALLEGEDLY SENTENCED EOR HOOLIGANISM, BUT THAT THE 
TRUE REASON EOR THEIR PROSECUTION LIES IN THEIR ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES 
AND SOCIAL ATTITUDES," SAID THE LETTER, ADDRESSED TO THE PRAGUE 
TRIBUNAL IN CHARGE OE THE NOW POSTPONED CASE. 

WITHOUT IDENTIFYING THEMSELVES WITH THE IDEAS EXPRESSED 
BY THE ACCUSED THE SIGNATORIES OF THAT PETITION STRESSED THAT 
THESE ARTISTS, "LIKE ANY OTHER CITIZEN HAVE THE UNDENIABLE RIGHT 
TO EXPRESS THEIR IMPRESSIONS OE THE WORLD AROUND THEM IN A 
WAY THEY REGARD AS APPROPRIATE." 

"IN A COUNTRY WHICH IS SATURATED WITH TELEVISION, RADIO 
AND BANAL COMMERCIAL WRITING, WE CONSIDER ATTEMPTS AT A 
PERSONAL CREATIVE EXPRESSION TO BE PRECIOUS AND WORTH APPRECIATE- 
ING, AND WE REGARD ANY KIND OE PERSECUTION OE THESE ATTEMPTS 
AS HARMEUL," THE LETTER WENT ON. 

THE SECOND LETTER WAS SIGNED BY ANUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO 
WERE THEMSELVES INVOLVED IN POLITICAL TRIALS IN 1971. 
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IT ATTACKED THE JUDICIAL ACTION AGAINST THE EOURTEEN AS 
"A EURTHER STEP IN THE STREAMLINING OE THE CULTURAL LIEE AND THE 
LIMITATION OF THE FREEDOM OE EXPRESSION." 

"WE EEAR THAT THIS TRIAL WILL REINEORCE NARROW AND PETTY 
BOURGEOIS TENDENCIES AND CAN ARTIEICALLY CREATE- WITH THE HELP 
OP BIASED PROPAGANDAAAGENERATIONAL PROBLEMS BORDERING ON 
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POGROM-LIKE ATTITUDES TOWARDS ANY SUPPORTER OF A NON-CONFORMIST 
LIFESTYLE," THE LETTER SAID. 

AMONG THE SIGNATORIES WERE THE CHILDREN OF JAROSLAV 
SABATA, A FORMER HIGH PARTY OEFICIAL, JAILED EOR SIX YEARS IN 1971 
EOR CRITICIZING THE ELECTIONS THEN BEING ORGANIZED AS "UN- 
DEMOCRATIC." 

HIS CHILDREN, IN THEIR EARLY TWENTIES, WERE SENTENCED AS 

WELL IN THIS TRIAL, BUT HAVE ALREADY PURGED THEIR SENTENCES. (SIC) 

ALSO SIGNED THIS LETTER PETER UHL, PETRUSKA SUSTROVA, 

JAROSLAV SUK AND PREMYSL VONDRA, WHO WERE SENTENCED IN 1971 
EOR "TROTSKYITE ACTIVITIES." 

SEVERAL PROMINENT INTELLECTUALS, INCLUDING DISSIDENT AUTHORS 
VACLAV HAVEL, PAVEL KOHOUT, IVAN KLIMA AND LUKVIK VACULIK HAD 
PROTESTED EARLIER AGAINST THE ARRESTS, MADE IN APRIL THIS YEAR. 

THEY SAID THE ACCUSATIONS OE HOOLIGANISM, AND THE MAIN 
CHARGE THAT THE UNDERGROUND MUSICIANS ARE USING "OBSCENE" 
WORDS, WERE ONLY AN EXCUSE EOR JUDICIAL ACTION AGAINST NON- 
CONEORMIST ARTISTIC CREATION. 

IN VIENNA THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCED 
THAT IT WAS SENDING AN OBSERVER TO THE PRAGUE TRIAL. THIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BEEORE THE NEWS OF THE POSTPONEMENT 
WAS KNOWN. 

THE EOURTEEN PEOPLE AWAITING TRIAL ARE MAINLY MUSICIANS 
OE TWO ROCK GROUPS, "THE PLASTIC PEOPLE OE THE UNIVERSE" AND 
"DG" (A MEDICAL CODE NUMBER EOR THE MENTAL DISEASE 
SCHIZOPHRENIA). 
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AMONG THE ARRESTED ARE ALSO A EORMER EVANGELIC PRIEST, 
SVATOPLUK KARASEK, 33, AND A SINGER-COMPOSER AND GUITARIST 
KAREL SOUKUP, 25. 

ALSO CURRENTLY IN PRISION IS IVAN JIROUS, 33, WHO AS THE 
"THEORETICIAN" OE THE PRAGUE UNDERGROUND SEEMS TO BE REGARDED 
AS THE MAIN ACCUSED BY THE PROSECUTION. 

IT WAS EOR ALLOWING THESE THREE PEOPLE TO PEREORM IN A 
YOUTH CLUB THAT THE THREE WORKERS WERE SENTENCED IN THE PLZEN 
TRIAL. END QUOTE (END UNCLASSIEIED) 

2. REUTERS CORRESPONDENT REQUETTE WOULD NOT REVEAL TO WHICH 
WESTERN JOURNALIST PROTEST LETTERS MADE AVAILABLE, BUT WE 
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BELIEVE IT WAS TO HIMSELE AS HE IS KNOWN TO HAVE HAD PERSONAL 
CONTACT WITH SOURCES CLOSE TO THE ACCUSED. 

BYRNE 
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